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SCHOOLYARD BLITZ PROGRAM 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [12. 53 pm]:  I inform the House today of a program that has just been trialled in the 
mid west district education region.  The schoolyard blitz program is designed to foster pride in government 
schools by giving students and the greater school community the opportunity to make their school grounds a 
more enjoyable place in which to learn and work.  Government schools in the Geraldton region were given four 
weeks and $5 000 to enhance the appearance of their schoolyard entrance.  The improvements made by the 11 
schools that took part were judged on four basic criteria: originality, beauty, practicality and community 
participation.  I was fortunate to be one community member asked to look at all of the wonderful work and help 
decide on the winners.  Some of the schools, like Beachlands Primary School, have used the opportunity to 
absolutely transform their school entrance.  The students had a miniature replica of the instantly recognisable 
Geraldton lighthouse donated by a local company, and it stands proudly in their front garden.  At Holland Street 
School, an educational support centre for students with special needs, the students painted old plant pots, 
replanted their garden beds and moved and repainted a pergola.  Each student had a task to do and they explained 
to me what they did.  The schools that participated in the schoolyard blitz were: Allendale Primary School, 
Beachlands Primary School, Bluff Point Primary School, Dongara District High School, Geraldton Primary 
School, Geraldton Secondary College, Holland Street School, John Willcock College, Mount Tarcoola Primary 
School, Rangeway Primary School and Waggrakine Primary School.  They are all to be congratulated on their 
efforts to improve and enhance the appearance of their place of learning. 

In conclusion, I thank Mrs Vicki Jack, district manager of operations at mid west district office, who organised 
this event. 
 


